
Community News & Legislative Update 
 

As the 95
th
 General Assembly moves into its second Session, I will continue to monitor the overall tax burden on working 

families and seniors in the 62
nd

 District. With the unfortunate ½ cent sales tax increase on goods and services, including 
prescription drugs and groceries, household budgets cannot tolerate losing additional dollars to more tax increase pro-
posals. 
 
Last Wednesday the Governor delivered his annual Budget Address before a joint session of the Illinois General Assem-
bly. Unfortunately, Illinois’ budget situation remains very troubled and additional challenges remain on the horizon. With 
skyrocketing energy prices, rising unemployment, and a nationwide mortgage crisis, it is more important than ever that 
we invest in jobs and infrastructure here in Illinois to reinvigorate our economy. 
 
Our response should not be to raise taxes. We all know that raising taxes on families and employers who create jobs 
does not help a struggling economy – in fact, it only makes matters worse.  Our priority should be to invest in education, 
jobs, and infrastructure. 
 
It is also imperative that we restrain spending. The State of Illinois currently owes an astounding $1.7 Billion dollars in un-
paid bills, a record backlog that threatens our ability to pay our health care providers, fund our schools, and provide other 
vital State services. 
 
I am committed to working in a bipartisan manner to pass a budget that requires the state to live within its means and 
does not increase the financial burden on working families. 
 

 

 
 

New Legislation 
  

Elimination of Additional RTA Tax on Food and Drugs ð House Bill 4638  
One of the first steps I have taken to help lower your tax burden is to co-sponsor legislation that proposes to eliminate the ad-
ditional ½ cent sales tax added to food and medicine as a result of the RTA’s mass transit funding bill approved by Governor 
Blagojevich in January. 

 
TIF Public Hearing ð House Bill 4279  
I am continuing to require that public hearings for Tax Increment Finance (TIF) districts be conducted in a fair and respectful 
manner for the taxpayers who are directly impacted by such developments. This legislation provides that a TIF’s joint review 
board shall appoint one of its members to preside over certain public hearings. This legislation serves to prevent those with 
vested interests, such as a developer, from dominating a public hearing where it is the taxpayers right to speak. 

  

Farm Fresh Schools Act ð House Bill 5949  
This bill would establish a program to reduce obesity and improve nutrition and public health as well as strengthen local agri-
cultural economies by increasing access to and promoting the consumption of locally grown fruits and vegetables in schools 
and increasing physical activities and programs that promote student wellness.  

 
Text Message Blocking ð House Bill 4721  
This bill would require that wireless carriers offer their customers the ability to opt out of all text message services on wireless 
service agreements. The option would be available to the customer throughout the length of the contract and provides that 
the carrier may not adjust the length of the contract if the customer chooses to opt out of text message services in the middle 
of an existing contract. 

 
Wireless Charges ð House Bill 4594  
This legislation would ensure that wireless carriers only bill customers for authorized charges. The bill also provides numer-
ous protections for wireless customers in the event that they dispute a charge on their bill, ensuring that the customer is not 
penalized with associated late fees and to prevent the disputed charge from being sent to collection or in any way damaging 
the customer’s credit rating. (Special thanks goes to District 62 constituents Steve and Mary for bringing fraudulent 
wireless practices to my attention). 
 
***NOTE: Be sure to list your cell phone numbers with the Do Not Call Registry by going to http://www.donotcall.gov/  
or calling toll -free 1-888-382-1222 (TTY 1-866-290-4236).  
 

Income Tax Alternate Energy Credit ð HB4280 
As the trend to “go green” continues around the country, I think the State of Illinois should set an example by adopting in-
creased energy standards. This legislation would provide a credit for taxpayers who, during the taxable year, install, on a 
building or property that is owned by the taxpayer and that is located in the State, a geothermal, solar, wind, or fuel cell en-
ergy device. 

http://www.donotcall.gov/


Potholes, potholes everywhere!  
 
Potholes throughout the state have become a huge problem due to moisture, constant freezing and thawing and the wear and 
tear from plow trucks. Motorists need to be patient. Continuing snowfall and the unprecedented number of motorist reports on 
potholes has local IDOT crews working overtime. 
 
According to IDOT, pothole patching crews from District 1(serving Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will counties) 
have been out on a daily basis repairing potholes throughout the region. Repairs are prioritized according to the emergency 
nature of the pothole – those that are causing considerable vehicle damage will be attended to first. IDOT has assured me that 
they will not stop until every pothole has been patched. 
 
If you are aware of an extremely large or dangerous pothole that needs immediate attention, please notify my district staff at 
847-543-0062. Please be sure to note what road or street the pothole is located on. 
 

 
Did You Know? 

 
The Partnership for Prescription Assistance  directs more than 420,000 Illinoisans to programs providing FREE or 

discounted medicines through its toll free number (1-888-4772-669) and user friendly website (www.pparx.org), this 
   program provides a single point of access to more than 475 different assistance programs, including more than 180         
 offered by pharmaceutical companies. 

 
As of January 1, 2008 all vehicles must pass an emissions test or otherwise comply with the Illinois Inspection Law 

before the vehicle’s license plates can be renewed. Previously, this program was enforced through the suspension of 
drivers’ licenses and vehicle registration. 
 

There are FREE homeownership programs available through the Affordable Housing Corporation of Lake County, 
including: mortgage assistance products; home improvement programs; homebuyer education classes; and foreclosure 
prevention counseling. For more information, contact 847-263-7478 or visit www.ahclc.org. 
 

As of January 1, 2008 Warren Township offers a Half-Price Taxi Program for Warren Township seniors who are 60 
years and over; and Warren Township disabled residents who are 21 years and over. For more information, please call 
847-244-1101, ext. 501. 
 

http://www.pparx.org
http://www.ahclc.org

